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<§ Caleiv Is Missing!

.. - ‘
Yocheved and Miriam risked their lives on behalf of Jewish

newborns in Mitzrayim. Heaven rewarded them for this, “And

;f was liecaqse the midwives feared God that He made them :
HOUSES (Shemos 1:21). Rashi explains that this refers to the -
ouses of Kohanim and Leviim, which descended frorm Vach. |
eved, and to the royal House of David, which descended from
Miriam. The Gemara (Sotah 11b)’explains that the House of
David was born from the marriage of Caleiv and Miriam.

This is a well known Chazal; even the youngest students
learn this when they are introduced to Parashas Shemos.

Yet this seems to be impossible. At the end of Megillas
Rus, the name of every one of David’'s ancestors is listed,
from Yehudah through Dovid. Caleiv is missing! His name
does not appear on the list! It therefore appears that Dovid
did not descend from the marriage of Calejv and Miriarmn!

One may argue that we often find figures in Tanach who
had more than one name. Perhaps Caleiv, too, had more than
one name, and one of the ancestors listed in Megillas Rus is
actually Caleiv.

This would answer our “imponderable.” However, this can-
not be. In Divrei HaYamim (2:18), we learn that Caleiv was
the son of Chetzrone (who was also known as Yefiune; see
Sotah 11b) and that he had a brother named Rom. Chetzrone
and Rom do appear in Megillas Rus as ancestors of Dovid. It
is therefore clear that the lineage of the House of Dovid does

___not descend from Caleiv!

his is a perplexing problern (méntioned in Maharsha to Sotah
11b) which would appear to defy an easy solution.
When | was preparing shiurim on Megillas Rus, a dear

friend loaned me a rare copy of the commentary of Rav Vidal

HaTzofasi (a 17th-century Moroccan gadol) to Rus. He addresses
this question and suggests a possible answer. It may be that Caleiv
and Rom were brothers, and that one of them married Miriam but
“died without children. In accordance with the laws of yibum, the
surviving brother married Miriam. Their offspring, the ancestor of
Dovid HaMelech, was the biological descendant of one brother;
but, in accordance with the Torah's yibum laws, is referred to as
" the descendant of the deceased brother. Thus, both are true. Dovid
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